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Subject: Numeric-Edited in CD 1.7

Author: Rick Smith (ricksmith@aiservices.com)
Problem:

CD 1.7, Page 334, 13.16.41.3, PICTURE clause, general rule 11a, requires "at least one symbol '9' and ..." for a valid Numeric-Edited PICTURE. There was no mention of this item in Combined Change Proposal #1, 00-0100. I did not investigate whether this subject had been raised in other documents.

This appears to be a substantive change potentially affecting existing programs; but is not shown, as such, in CD 1.7, Appendix D.1.


The 1985 standard appears to permit a PICTURE to consist entirely of the floating-insertion characters "+" or "-". The current draft standard seems to prohibit such a PICTURE since it does not have "at least one symbol '9' and ...".

I noticed the discrepancy while investigating whether PICTURE -(16)V--B was a valid PICTURE clause within the 1985 and earlier standards. The PICTURE was acceptable to at least one compiler with flagging for ANSI 85 compliance, activated. The program using that PICTURE would be affected by the wording in CD 1.7.

